Procedure
The potential subjects were sent letters inviting them to the Reha- The letter explained that as part of the Israel Defense Forces' concern for soldiers' well-being, they were being asked to take part in a study whose purpose was to assess the medical status of soldiers. A few days after the letters were sent, telephone calls were made to all potential subjects to explain again the purpose of the study and to schedule participation.
The veterans who agreed to participate were seated in groups of Thus, the composition of the PTSD syndrome did not differ across groups, but its severity did. This was true for both past and present PTSD.
As can be seen in figure  2 , which presents the symptom profile for past PTSD, the former POWs displayed the highest level of symptoms, the combat stress reaction veterans the second highest, and the comparison group the lowest. In addition, it can be seen that not all symptoms were equally endorsed.
The most highly endorsed symptoms were from the categories of intrusion and arousal. It is also interesting to note that the DSM-III-R cnitenon that was most often met was criterion B (intrusion symptoms).
This was the case in all groups, in both the present and the past ( 
